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Frierson unveils remodeled library
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“The revitalized library environment meets the needs of all children and has
furniture of varying sizes where children can work independently or in
small groups in a truly beautiful setting.The District's commitment to
creating a Montessori program for the families of D9 is very evident in the
revitalized Edith L. Frierson Elementary and Montessori School.” 

Dr. Deborah Davis-Cummings, Edith L. Frierson Elementary School Principal

Targeted Training Model
For Cultural Competency

Training

Students, Families

School Based; Principals, Teachers,
Volunteers, Contracted Services (Kelly),
Paraprofessionals, Bus Drivers, Food
Service,  etc.

District Level Leaders and Staff,
Department Heads, Coordinators, etc.

Cabinet, Chiefs

Board of Trustees, Constituent Boards,
Superintendent

CCSD TO ROLL OUT CULTURAL DIVERSITY TRAINING TO ALL STAFF
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HISTORICAL LANDMARK CEREMONY HELD 
AT SITE OF OLD LAING MIDDLE SCHOOL

Forty spellers participated in the Charleston County School District (CCSD) 2020
Spelling Bee held January 16, 2020, at Burke High School. It took eight rounds for
Keerthana Samuel of C.E. Williams Middle School to earn the top spot. Samuel
struggled with the word “Sommelier” adding an “e” at the end but much to her relief
spelled “Pruritus” with ease, giving her the title. 

Samuel said she originally was unable to obtain the list to begin studying so she used
the list from the previous year.

“I studied two pages a day and memorized each word,” said Samuel. “Today, I stayed
home from school to continue memorizing my words. I did my best but I certainly
didn’t expect to win first place.”

Thirty-six schools sent competitors. Only four scholars took the top spots. 

Samuel along with 17 other top spellers will advance to the Post and Courier’s
SpellBound! 2020 competition in March.

The winner of SpellBound! 2020 moves on to the Scripps National Spelling Bee in
Washington, D.C.

The following CCSD students took the top four spots and will advance to the Post
and Courier SpellBound! Spelling Bee: 

1st place: Keerthana Samuel, C.E Williams Middle School, 6th grade 
2nd place: Daniel Kagen, Buist Academy, 7th grade 
3rd place: Piper Koziick, Haut Gap Middle School, 5th grade 
4th place: Erin Baylock, Deer Park Middle School, 8th grade

Samuel said to prepare for the next round she will continue to study the words and
learn more about root words and learn tips for memorizing words that originated from
other languages. “I am really looking forward to the next level,” Samuel said.

The other fourteen students who will advance to SpellBound 2020 include:
• Shaniya Brown – Simmons Pinckney Middle School – 8th Grade
• Jacob Crosby – Haut Gap Middle School – 8th Grade
• Samajaye Garrett – St. James Santee Elementary-Middle School – 5th Grade
• Isis Hanna – Charleston County School of the Arts – 7th Grade
• Maxine Lussier – Moultrie Middle School – 7th Grade
• Parc Mudock – Orange Grove Elementary School – 8th Grade
• Luke Paggi – James B. Edwards Elementary School – 5th Grade
• Alanna Simmons – Charleston Charter School for Math and Science – 7th Grade
• Sadie Smith – West Ashley Advanced Studies Magnet – 7th Grade
• Mason Toporek – Orange Grove Charter School – 5th Grade
• Christina Washington – Oakland Elementary School – 5th Grade
•• Gabriel Williams – Ashley River Creative Arts Elementary School – 5th Grade
• Victoria Williams – Jerry Zucker Middle School – 7th grade
• Jenna Zimmermann – Thomas C. Cario Middle School – 7th Grade The CCSD 2020 Spelling Bee finalists and Top Four winners

Keerthana Samuel was the winner of the CCSD 2020 Spelling Bee

The CCSD 2020 Spelling Bee Top Four winners from left: Erin Baylock,
Piper Koziick, Daniel Kagen, and Keerthana Samuel

HUNLEY PARK HONORS STUDENTS FOR GROWTH AND EFFORT
Hunley Park Elementary celebrated their mid-
year Principal's Recognition for Growth and

Effort Ceremony.

The students recognized performed well enough
on MAP to be on track for a year and a half

growth. Students were rewarded with a medal
during the ceremony.

They had a special recognition for 4th-grader,
Eliana Yelverton, who scored a Perfect Score on

the 2019 South Carolina Ready Math Test.

Keerthana Samuel takes top spot in
CCSD’s 2020 Spelling Bee

“Thank you to my jungle and my village…it takes
the village to raise the child, but it takes the village
and the jungle to raise a king.”

Anthony Brown, a senior at Burke High School
shared these words with an audience of over
100 attendees at The South Carolina Education

Associations 2020 Human and Civil Rights
Luncheon on January 25, 2020. Brown received
the Richard W. Riley Award and was the
youngest award recipient at the annual event. 

The Richard W. Riley Award is given to a K-12
student whose achievements in the school
and/or community has helped enhance the
sense of worth and dignity of others. Brown met
both sets of criteria for the award by promoting
leadership in specific activities and actions;
showing appreciation for diversity and the
elimination of bigotry and prejudice; and by
demonstrating leadership in improving the

conditions and self-esteem of minorities or the
disadvantaged. Brown is the only student to
receive this award statewide.

Brown’s passion for equity and social justice is
one of the many reasons why he was a student
selected to participate in the Charleston County
School District’s Shared Future Project, which
focused on equity and inclusion. At Burke,
Brown also participates in the Burke High
School Marching Band, the school step team,
and soccer team. He plans to major in business
and has already received numerous acceptance
letters and scholarship opportunities. 

Burke’s Anthony Brown
honored
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WANDO BAND HONORED BY 
NATIONAL BAND ASSOCIATION

CCSD’s School Choice application process for 
2020-2021 school year runs through February 28, 2020

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR 
CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

Why Enroll Now?
• 85-90% of brain development happens during a child’s Pre-K years

(Rauch Foundation)

• Stimulating classroom experiences foster optimal brain

development

• Provides preparation for kindergarten

Benefits for Your Family

• The programs are no cost to families

• Full-day program provides a safe and healthy learning

environment for children

Enrollment Requirements
• Child must turn 4 years old by September 1, 2020

• Child will participate in a screening

• Charleston County resident

B E G I N N I N G  J A N U A RY  2 8 ,  2 0 2 0

HOW TO APPLY
Apply 2 ways:
1. Online at ccsdschools.com
2. Fill out paper intake form at zone school

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N
visit
www.ccsdschools.com
or call
843-937-7916
or email
pamela_waters@charleston.k12.sc.us

Wando Band 2019 The Wando Band is nationally 
recognized

The Wando Band has been recognized on the state, 
regional and national levels
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One in three children experience homelessness in
the United States. Shoes and socks are in the top
10 items needed by students in school. 

In an effort to combat that Shoes of Hope,
sponsored by Samaritan’s Feet and Thrivent,
delivered 330 pairs of shoes to students at North
Charleston Elementary School (NCES) last week. 

Samaritan’s Feet International is a non-profit
organization founded in 2003 by Nigerian-born
Emmanuel “Manny” Ohonme and his wife, Tracie,
for the purpose of sharing hope with children in
need by washing their feet, giving them a new pair
of shoes, and helping them believe that their
dreams can come true.

“These shoes are magical,” said one kindergarten
student at NCES.

The legacy of Samaritan’s Feet began when an aid
worker in Lagos, Nigeria gave a pair of athletic
shoes to a 9-year-old boy named Manny. Those shoes became a symbol of hope to Manny and a catalyst to his love for basketball. Over time, he earned a basketball scholarship to a
college in the US, graduated, began a career, and lived life to the fullest. However, he never forgot the children of his homeland, or that one “Good Samaritan” who gave him hope with
a pair of shoes.

“We have matching shoes,” added a NCES first grade student. “I have extraordinary shoes and enjoyed having my feet washed and dried by a teacher!”

The heart of the Shoes of Hope program is foot washing. It may seem uncomfortable when first considered, but when put into practice, it is life-changing for both the volunteer and
the recipient. Humility and service are never wasted commodities; they are investments of the human spirit that result in real needs being met and inspiration of others.

Over 300 NCES students receive new shoes from Shoes of Hope 

Gerrita Postlewait, Superintendent of Schools

Erica Taylor, Chief of Staff

Sully Witte, Communications Officer

Focus on Charleston County School
District is published for, by and about
CCSD, the state of South Carolina's
premier school district where Students are
the Heart of our Work.

FocusON CCSD

Charleston County School District does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, disability, age, or any
other applicable status protected by federal or
state law. Questions about non-discrimination
policies should be sent to Charleston County
School District, 75 Calhoun Street,
Charleston, SC 29401. 

WE SEE YOU
School Resource Officers are often the first thing students see every
day when they arrive at school. They serve as more than just a law
enforcement officer, they are a friend, a mentor and sometimes a
parental figure.

We see these men and women show kindness and compassion
to the most vulnerable members of our society. So, in appreciation
of their service to Charleston County School District scholars, we
honor them for what they do – for it so profoundly impacts every
individual in the school communities where they so selflessly serve.

To nominate your school resource officer, please email
sully_witte@charleston.k12.sc.us.

“I am very proud that my students took these

pieces to heart and portrayed an act of kindness

while helping those less fortunate.” 

Suzanne Reed, SOA Middle School Band Director

SOA students donate over
$1,000 to One80 Place
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